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Introduction 
 
Time and Date: Monday 12th August 2019 to Tuesday 13th August 2019  

Venue: Holme Building, Science Road, The University of Sydney, NSW 2006 

Cost:  

• The Main Forum is free to attend.  
• The standard registration for workshops is $50 (including GST); or free for consumers (patients, family 

members, consumer representatives) 

Registration: http://beatckd.org/forum2019/  

Outline 

The BEAT-CKD annual research forum/workshops are for patients, family members, caregivers, clinicians, and 
researchers with an interest in conducting and implementing research to improve outcomes for people with 
chronic kidney disease. This open forum provides a unique opportunity to hear and discuss innovative methods, 
high-priority research projects, and to meet potential collaborators. 
This forum will be facilitated by the BEAT-CKD “pillars”: 

• Australasian Kidney Trials Network (AKTN) 
• Australia and New Zealand Dialysis and Transplant Registry (ANZDATA) 
• Kidney Health Australia – Caring for Australasians with Renal Impairment (KHA-CARI) Guidelines 
• Cochrane Kidney and Transplant 

Who can attend? 

This forum is open to all health professionals working in the area of kidney disease – including nephrologists, 
nurses, dieticians, social workers, psychologists, physiotherapists and other disciplines - with a research interest 
in patients with kidney disease. This meeting is also open to patients with chronic kidney disease, family 
members, consumer representatives, caregivers, policy makers and industry.  
The workshops are open to anyone interested in research, and are applicable to most research areas. 

Meeting Objectives 

The goals of the forum are: 

• To build capacity in clinical and population health research applied to chronic kidney disease 
• To foster multidisciplinary collaboration 
• To promote the understanding and uptake of new methods 
• To develop a shared research agenda among all relevant stakeholders, especially among patients and 

their caregivers 

The goal of the workshops is to provide professional development in research skills. 
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Program May be subject to change 
DAY ONE: MONDAY 12TH AUGUST 

Time Session 

8:30 am Registration and coffee 
9:30 am Welcome 

Jonathan Craig 
Acknowledgement of Country 
Victoria Sinka 

9:45 am 
 
 

SESSION 1: CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT 
Chairs: Nicki Scholes-Robertson, Allison Tong 
Listening to community voices – Luke Macauley, Shilpa Jesudason 
Engaging First Nation People in clinical research and developing leadership in research – 
Sandra Eades 
Involving patients in research: a two-way street Michelle Banfield 
Panel discussion 

11:00 am Morning tea 
11:15 am 
 

SESSION 2: LEARNINGS FROM ANZDATA 
Chair: Stephen McDonald 

Association between publication of the Initiating Dialysis Early and Late (IDEAL) study and 
change in dialysis initiation practice – Kathryn Dansie 
BEST Fluids: comparison of enrolled and non-enrolled patients – Kathryn Dansie 
Burden of travel to dialysis – Emily Duncanson and Shahid Ullah  
Organ utilisation and allocation – Phil Clayton and Matthew Sypek 
Panel discussion 

12:30am Lunch ECR Lunch Session – all welcome 
2:00 pm – 
5:30 pm 
*Afternoon 
tea at 
3:30 pm 
@ Holme 
Building 
 
 

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP 1: Involving consumers in research in CKD  
Talia Gutman, Nicole Scholes-Robertson, Chandana Guha, Emily Duncanson, Allison Tong, Shilpa 
Jesudason, Martin Howell   

Patient involvement across the research-translation cycle can help to align research with the goals, 
priorities and values of patients. Increasingly, funders, journals, policy makers are “mandating” 
patient involvement. This practical workshop will cover: the need for patient involvement in 
research; what is patient involvement; how to involve patients across the research-translation cycle 
(setting priorities and research questions, designing studies (interventions, recruitment), selection of 
outcomes, dissemination and implementation, and how to report patient involvement (in 
publications, grant applications). 

2:00 pm – 
5:30 pm 
*Afternoon 
tea at 
3:30 pm 
@ Holme 
Building 
 

CONCURRENT WORKSHOP 2: Statistical analysis with R 
Location: Edward Ford Building Computer Laboratory 
Armando Teixeira-Pinto, Jean Yang, Phil Clayton 
In this workshop, participants will be given a brief introduction to the statistical software R (with 
RStudio). Participants will: learn the basic principles of the R language, how to import data and 
perform basic data management, be provided with examples of graphs, and learn how to do 
common analysis, such as fitting logistic regression. Participants with prior experience in R or other 
statistical programs will develop understanding of the potential of R in more sophisticated 
analyses, such as machine learning methods and complex statistical models. This will be a “hands 
on” workshop. Computers will be available for the participants. Participants who bring their own 
laptop should install R and RStudio. 

6:30 pm Dinner at Thai Pothong 294 King St (please register) 
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DAY 2: TUESDAY 13TH AUGUST 2019 

Time Session 

7:30 am BEAT-CKD Management Meeting (closed) 
9:00 am Registration and coffee 
9:30 am 
 
 
 

SESSION 3: Novel trials and complex interventions  
Chairs: David Johnson, Carmel Hawley 

Incremental HD trial – Martin Wolley 
Idiopathic Membranous Nephropathy – Bhadran Bose 
Panel discussion 

11:00 am Morning tea 

11:15 am SESSION 7: RESEARCH TRANSFER 
Chairs: Germaine Wong, Martin Howell 
Evaluation strategies in clinical research – Emily Banks 
Making an impact in practice and policy – Andrew Wilson 
The voice for change – the role of the patient community in advocacy – Chandana Guha 
Panel discussion 
Emily Banks, Andrew Wilson, Chandana Guha, Nicole Scholes-Robertson, Luke Macauley 

12:30 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm – 
4:00 pm 
*Afternoon 
tea at 
3:30 pm 
@ Holme 
Building 

WORKSHOP 3: The ins and outs of research grant writing  
Germaine Wong, Jonathan Craig, David Johnson, Stephen McDonald, Carmel Hawley 
In this workshop, participants will learn the basics of developing a research proposal for a peer-
reviewed granting body. Each section of a grant proposal (aims, background/significance, 
methods, statistical plan and analysis) will be discussed by the Chief Investigators of the BEAT-
Program, and other facilitators including Steve Alexander from The University of Sydney. Topics 
will include funding application, ethical approval, publication strategies and grant administration. 
Participants are also welcomed to bring a draft of their research synopsis, if available, for 
discussion.  

4:00 pm Forum Close 
 


